
Energise Barnsley is a rooftop solar PV community energy project, with Berneslai Homes tenants, community groups, and 
residents of Barnsley at the heart of the Project. 
Berneslai Homes residents who have received the solar PV installation have been benefiting from lower electricity bills by using 
the free electricity when the solar panels are in operation. 
The tenants of the commercial buildings, schools and Council owned community centres have been benefiting from  lower 
electricity bills since 2016. Carbon emissions have been reduced across the Metropolitan Borough. 
The community fund has been designed to retain all surplus income (after costs are deducted) from the Feed In Tariff, for the 
benefit of the local community. It is projected that over the lifetime of the Project, over £400,000 will be paid from all surplus 
income generated into the community fund.  
Allocation of the yearly contribution to the Community Fund, and the chosen beneficiaries of the community fund will be subject 
to a vote by members of Energise Barnsley at its AGM. 
Criteria for eligible projects, supported through the community fund, will include those with energy  efficiency, the reduction of 
fuel poverty and projects helping to build community resilience. 
Details on how to apply can be found on www.energisebarnsley.co.uk 

Community benefit and social impact 

Melva 
Berneslai Homes resident reading her solar PV monitor – The Owl 

Saving benefits to the tenants to date (March 2021) 
Energy generated  Savings  CO2 Offset 

Over 5,513 MWhs 
of energy 

(Data from 321 households) 

Over £278,844 collective savings from  
tenants on electricity 

(Assuming 33% usage of total  
generation and 15p per unit) 

Over 2,922 tonnes of  
reduced CO2 emissions 
(Assuming 0.53kg per kWh for  

tonnes of CO2 saved) 
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The Society is very proud of the additional impact we have had within our 
community, aside from our core mission of deploying low carbon projects 
for the benefit of residents and like minded community investors. 
 
Community Fund 
The annual surplus from our operational assets is distributed through our 
community solar fund. The fund distributions have covered a wide range 
of projects with some tackling socio-economic problems in targeted  
neighbourhoods, through to projects supporting community cohesion, pride 
and volunteering, whilst other projects have targeted societal problems, 
including statistically high excess winter deaths in local boroughs.  
 
The fund has contributed to the costs of a farm manager at the local 
community farm, who subsequently presented at our AGM of the impact the 
farm has within the community. The fund has replaced well worn 
playground equipment at one of our primary schools where we have solar 
installed and enabled an unemployed fork-lift truck driver to gain 
qualifications to succeed in working for a local food distribution charity. We 
have also replaced tungsten lights for LEDs at the local theatre and the 
lights at day training centre of Age UK Barnsley, decreasing electricity bills, 
whilst increasing the lumens for better visibility for our elderly residents. 

5-Year Community Benefit and Social Impact Record 
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		 Funds	made	
available	

Funds	
Distributed	

Recipients	
&	Impact	

2016/17	 £20,000	 £13,300	 Age	UK	Barnsley		£5,000	Energy	Advice	Clinics	
Wombwell	Primary	School	£3,300	Playground	Improvements		
Goldthorpe	Dev	Group	£5,000	Neglected	neighbourhood	revitalization	projects	
included	organized	street	cleaning,	fly	tipping	prevention	and	flower	bed	planters	

2017/18	 £15,000	 £12,866	 Gateway	Church	£1,195	Food	For	Thought	-	Healthy	cooking	on	a	low	income	
budget	courses	
Dearne	Theatre	£2,445	Replacement	of	tungsten	lights	for	LED’s	
Goldthorpe	Garden	£418	Community	Garden	Infrastructure	
Goldthorpe	Dev	Group	£1,808:	Shipping	container	to	store	all	materials	and	
planters	
Citizens	Advice	Bureau	£3,000	Targeted	Prevention	of	Excess	Winter	Deaths	
training	and	advice	in	partnership	with	Age	UK	in	Wombwell	
Age	UK	£4,000	see	above	

2018/19	 £10,000	 £8,586	 Age	UK	£2,500	Energy	Advice	Clinics	
Fareshare	Yorkshire	£2,500	Employment	training	qualification	scheme	and	
distribution	of	food	banks	in	conjunction	with	the	Henry	Boot	Foundation	
Grimethorpe	Community	Farm	£2,500	Capital	contribution	to	Farm	manager	for	
this	important	community	farm	
Gateway		Church	£1,086	Gateways	to	Growth	practical	help	&	emotional	support	
for	socially	isolated	and	excluded	older	individuals		

2019/20	
Great	North	
Energy	
additional	
contribution		

£10,000	
£4,000	

£1,247	
£3,840	

Gateway	Church	£1,247	Feast	to	Famine	Cooking	Matters	(online	cooking	healthy	
meals	and	activity	pack)	
Age	UK	£2,000	(not	drawn	down	due	to	COVID)	
Age	UK	£3,840	Fluorescent	lights	replaced	with	LED’s	in	HQ	and	day	center	for	
elderly	residents		

2020/21	 £20,000	 £20,770	 Community	First	Credit	Union,	Barnsley	Branch			
	£20,770	Funding	for	four	services	offered	to	members	including	Budgeting	
Accounts,	Landlord	critical	payment	advice	accounts,	Debt	support	loan	service	and	
critical	ATM	cash	service	

Total	 £79,000	 £60,609	 		



Resident Benefits  
Our residents with solar installed continue to receive a full 
operational and maintenance service, whilst some have also 
benefited from the installation of smart batteries as well. We 
have partnered with Age UK Barnsley to successfully apply 
to the Ofgem Redress Fund to increase solar self 
consumption levels for our 75 homes and senior residents, 
through the installation of a smart battery and design a solar 
information sheet designed to stay with the home. 
 
We are continuing to work with our residents in our 
innovation projects and are pleased to report that we have 
residents with homes not reliant on any fossil fuels, whilst 
they are paying lower electricity bills through time of use 
tariffs, with solar, smart battery and in home smart device, 
giving the residents more control over their ambient home 
temperatures. We are pleased to have resident community 
members on our board. 

5-Year Community Benefit and Social Impact Record 
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Innovation projects 
Energise Barnsley has been successful in leveraging in projects with a 
combined value of over £1.4 million, initiating all the projects ourselves, 
whilst being the project lead for our biggest to date - the BEIS funded 
domestic demand side response project (https://www.project-breathe.org).  
 
Shortly we will have installed an additional 150 smart batteries into our 
homes, since our first solar installation, saving tenants another £300,000 in 
electricity bill savings over the lifetime of the batteries, in addition to the 
solar savings.  
 
The innovation projects are keeping Energise Barnsley at the fore front of 
the race to digitalise, decentralised and decarbonise our tenanted homes. 
Cornwall Insight recognised this in 
2018 Energise Barnsley leading the way in Community Energy  
 
We now have tenants who have increased energy awareness and power of 
control through a smart app, whilst being 100% powered by low carbon 
electric (solar, dual purpose heat pump, in home smart device and green 
tariff) and also paying substantially less in electricity bills before these 
interventions were installed. 

5-Year Community Benefit and Social Impact Record 

4 Energise Barnsley | Solar Bond Offer II 

Time of use tariff in sync with a dual purpose air source heat pump, solar, battery and in home smart device 

“We	are	trying	to	avoid	extra	usage	between	4	and	8pm.	It’s	great	to	visually	see	
how	we	are	saving	and	avoiding	those	peaks.	Now	that	we	can	actually	see	what	we	

are	saving	we	are	pretty	chuffed	about	how	things	have	progressed’’			
Mikey,	tenant	in	Wombwell	



Partnerships and collaborative working  
As a Society we have been successful in forging relationships with other 
like minded organisations and formed partnerships to work on projects, or 
to use our strengths to advise others. We have formed a good working 
relationship with Berneslai Homes and Barnsley Council working together 
on low carbon projects, addressing fuel poverty or net zero projects.  
 
The Society held our first climate change seminar at the Town Hall with a 
wide selection of speakers including our local Academy school energy 
champions, Sheffield City Region, Barnsley Council, local businesses and 
community energy groups. The Society also leveraged another £4,000 into 
our community fund from the not-for-profit energy tariff established by 
Barnsley council. We have also leveraged our solar fund by partnering with 
the Henry Boot Foundation, whilst signposting another community wind 
project for their surplus funds for distribution. We were proud to be 
recognised by Community Energy England in 2018 by winning the 
‘Collaboration Award.' 
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